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Utdrattur

Lykilord: Uppgroftur, vikingaold, skali, Vestfirdir

Fyrsti afangi fornleifauppgraftar i Olafsdal vid Gilsfjord for fram dagana 11. juni — 5. juli 2018
en alls er &ztlad ad &fangarnir verdi prir. Ad jafnadi voru sex manns i uppgraftarlidinu i einu.
Grafid var i rust af skala sem timasettur hefur verio til vikingaaldar med kolefnisgreiningu.
Markmid fyrsta &fanga var ad afhjupa rastina, fjarlegja torf og afokslog og fletta pannig ofan
af yngstu mannvistarlogum. betta markmid nadist. Alls var uppgraftarsvedio um 250 m2 i
upphafi, en var steekkad litillega eftir pvi sem & leid. I 1jés kom vel vardveittur skali sem
greinilega samanstendur af fleiri en einu byggingarstigi. Ennfremur var afhjipad eldstedi,
hellulagdur inngangur & vesturhlid, moégulegur langeldur, stodarholur og safér svo eitthvad sé
nefnt en allt bidur petta uppgraftar. 1 1jos komu einnig mannvirki sem ekki saust a yfirbordi,
e.t.v. vidbyggingar vid vesturlanghlio skalans sem verda kannadar nénar & nasta

uppgraftartimabili.

Mikid var tekid af loftmyndum medan a uppgreftinum stéd og voru paer m.a. nyttar til
ad bua til prividdarlikan af rustinni. Alls voru skradar 37 einingar (einkum I6g sem hafa ordid
til eftir ad byggingin féll ar notkun) og 14 gripir, en bdast ma vid ad peim fjolgi verulega strax
vid upphaf neasta uppgraftartimabils, pegar rannsdkn hefst a golflogum og O&likum

byggingarstigum skalans.

Mikill &hugi var & verkefninu medal almennings. Bodid var upp & tveer gonguferdir
medan a uppgrefti stdd, adra i samvinnu vid Saudfjarsetur, Byggdasafn Dalamanna o.fl. en hin
var farin & Olafsdalshatid. Alls munu um 170 manns hafa meett i gonguferdir. Sidu um verkefnid
er haldid Gti a Facebook og hefur hiin nd um 650 fylgjendur. P& var ahugi fjolmidla talsverdur
og var fjallad um rannséknina m.a. i RikisGtvarpinu, Morgunbladinu, Bendabladinu og

Skessuhorni, svo ad deemi séu nefnd.



INTRODUCTION

Keywords: Viking Age, dwelling, western Iceland, excavation

Permit number 201709-0076

National Museum Research number 2018-26

An archaeological excavation was carried out at Olafsdalur, Gilsfjérdur, western Iceland
between the 11" of June and the 5" of July 2018. This worked focused on the remains of a
multi-phased bow-sided dwelling dating to the Viking Period. The excavated area measured in
total 266m?2, centred on coordinate E372735 N548570 (ISN93).

The team comprised Howell Magnus Roberts (Site Director), Birna Larusdottir (Project
Manager), Lilja Bjork Palsdottir, Gudrun Alda Gisladottir, Stefan Olafsson, Lisabet
Gudmundsdottir, Hulda Bjork Gudmundsdottir, Holmfridur Sveinsdéttir, and Dr. Douglas
Bolender. Dr. Egill Erlendsson and Scott Riddell (University of Iceland) also visited to
undertake preliminary environmental studies (see Appendix 2). The project was funded by
Fornminjasjodur, and Minjavernd. We are very grateful for their support and assistance. We
are also thankful to Olafsdalsfélagid for their, support and enthusiasm.

This work uncovered in its entirety the remains of a well preserved dwelling that plainly
has several phases of use. In 2018 work focused on the removal of turf, topsoil, naturally
deposited overburden and post abandonment deposits, exposing the uppermost occupation
surfaces and internal and external features. It forms the first stage of a 3 year plan to excavate
the building, assorted external features and structures, and to place these remains within their
broader spatial and temporal context within the valley. Work in 2018 proceeds from a valley
wide survey conducted by Birna Larusddttir in 2016-17%, and a trial trench targeting the Viking
age remains excavated in 2017.2

It is intended that the main sequence of internal occupational layers will be excavated
in 2019, and additional external structures and deposits tested and evaluated in 2020. At least
10 additional ruins are located in the immediate proximity of the excavated area (see Figure 3).
The date and function of these awaits further clarification.

As such, this report is preliminary in nature, and proposed sequences are subject to extensive
revision as further work will reveal new complexities and developments.

1 Birna Larusdottir 2018b.
2 Birna Larusdottir 2018a.
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Figure 1 — Location of remains shown with a red cross (map from LMI)
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Figure 2 — Reh Area, shown in pink & surveyed archaeological features
(see Birna Larusdottir 2018b)



Figure 3 — Structure 1, within pink box and nearby remains (based on records from
Birna Larusdéttir 2018b)

METHOD

A single contiguous rectangular excavation area, measuring initially 250m?, was opened,
covering the visible extent of an upstanding ruin. This area was subsequently enlarged slightly
to the west, totalling 266m2, to investigate assorted connected deposits and structures. Removal
of turf and topsoil was commenced by hand, but proceeded with the assistance of a small
mechanical excavator.

After the removal of turf, topsoil and sterile naturally deposited overburden, excavation
proceeded by means of Single Context Planning. A 5m grid square system was established
using a Trimble S6 Total station theodolite, with fixed points located using a Trimble
GeoExplorer 6000 series GPS. All subsequent deposits were hand-drawn and recorded at a
scale of 1:20 using pro-forma recording sheets. These records were supplemented by digital
photography (using a Nikon D3200 DSLR with an 18-105mm zoom lens), and by drone
photography using a DJI Mavic Pro. Drone photography was processed for 3d modelling using
Agisoft Photoscan, and published on the internet in Sketchfab (see Figure 4).

All drawn plans were georeferenced and digitized using QGIS 3.4.2.

The expected spatial precision of these records is circa 10cms (absolute) and circa 2 cms
(relative).



Deposits and structures that remain unexcavated were mapped using drone aerial photography
and Structure from Motion Photogrammetry. These are interpreted on the basis of field notes
and schematic drawings, but await further description and recording upon excavation in the
coming years.

Only a few finds were recovered in 2018, owing to the sterile and/or post abandonment
nature of the deposits removed (see Appendix 1). Three environmental samples were taken for
later study.

The intent of fieldwork in 2018 was to uncover and record the occupational levels of the
building (Structure 1) in preparation for a complete in-phase excavation of floor layers and
internal features in the future. This goal was achieved.

Figure 4 — 3d model of excavated structures (see
https://sketchfab.com/models/98e9308d19234275b2b6ef976973d406)

RESULTS

A total of 37 separate excavated layers were recorded during the 2018 season. These primarily
comprise post abandonment deposits, including aeolian deposits sealing the ruin, turf and stone
deposits associated with the collapse of the last phase of the long-house (Structure 1) and well
as post abandonment deposits from inside the rooms, sealing the occupation layers. Also
recorded were floor deposits and a stone setting for a post-hole in the trial trench from 20172 as
well as deposits associated with a corner oven in the northernmost part of the building. Removal
of these overlying deposits proceeded to point just a few centimetres above the uppermost floor
surface in the majority of the building. This choice was taken to protect the occupation deposits
until such time as their excavation can be attempted in total. A 1m wide evaluation trench,
extending from that excavated in 2017, spans the central part of the structure. This trench

3 Birna Larusdottir 2018a



proceeded to the surface of the floor layers, as a guide to their depth and preservation. Most of
the artefacts recovered during the 2018 season were found in collapse deposits, with the
exception of two nails and a knife recovered from the floor deposits in the 2017 trench. For
further detail see table 1, figure 5 and appendix 1.

Preliminary environmental studies undertaken by Egill Erlendsson and Scott Riddell
(see Appendix 2) indicate a good potential for preservation of some tephra horizons, and of
significant organic remains within wetter areas of the valley, hopefully suitable for further study
and environmental reconstruction in the future.

Radiocarbon dates obtained from carbonized birch samples recovered in 2017 are
appended (Appendix 3). These give dates for the upper floor layers of Structure 1, in a range
broadly spanning the later 8th and 9th centuries AD. Whilst these appear surprisingly early for
the latest phase of activity within this structure, it must be remembered that the inbuilt age of
wood must be accounted for, along with the taphonomic process leading to the deposition of
this material. As such, these dates are seen as consistent with occupation in the broader Viking
Age, rather than clear indications of exceptionally early settlement in Olafsdalur.
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Figure 5 — Excavated Contexts
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Table 1 — Excavated Contexts

Unit | Type Description Date ID
0101 |Layer Turf and topsoil - up to 20cms in depth, site wide. | 26/6/2018 | HMR
Windblown overburden, orange brown sandy silt,

with very occasional turf fragments and gravel.
0102 | Layer Site wide, up to 30cms. 26/6/2018 | HMR
Wall collapse in the southern part of the northern
entrance. Turf fragments with occasional large sub-
0103 | Layer angular stone in a sandy silt matrix. 26/6/2018 | GAG
0104 | Group Post abandonment layers within northern room 26/6/2018 | LG
Wall collapse sealing corner oven in NE corner of
northern room [104]. Turfy silt with occasional
0105 | Layer small burnt stones 26/6/2018 | LG
Charcoal rich grey brown windblown silt in
0106 |Layer northern room [104] 26/6/2018 | LG
Turf collapse and occasional large stones in
northern entrance. Occasional charcoal. In matrix
0107 | Layer of yellow brown sandy silt. 27/6/2018 | GAG
0108 | Group Post abandonment layers within southern room 27/6/2018 | LBP
Mixed aeolian/collapse deposit in southern room
[109]. Frequent angular stone 10-40cms in a matrix
0109 |Layer of mid orange brown sandy silt. 27/6/2018 | LBP
Mixed aeolian/collapse deposit in northern room
[104]. Occasional stone, charcoal, in a matrix of
0110 | Layer grey brown organic silt. 27/6/2018 | LG
Post abandonment collapse alongside western wall
of central room. Turf and large sub-angular stones GAG/
0111 |Layer in a sandy silt matrix. 27/6/2018 | HMR
Post abandonment collapse alongside western wall
of southern room [108]. Turf debris and sand
0112 | Layer lenses. Occasional stone. 27/6/2018 | LBP
Post abandonment windblown deposit alongside
eastern limit of central room. Grey/orange brown GAG/
0113 | Layer sandy silt with occasional stone. 27/6/2018 | HMR
Windblown and collapse deposit within southern
room [109]. Greenish/grey brown sandy silt with
0114 | Layer frequent small angular stones. 27/6/2018 | LBP
Compact dark grey brown turf collapse/silt against
0115 |Layer eastern wall of northern room [104]. 27/6/2018 | LG
Dark grey brown silt and turf with frequent small
sub-rounded stones, against northern wall of
0116 |Layer northern room [104]. Occasional charcoal. 28/6/2018 | LG
Dark grey brown turf and stone collapse against
eastern wall, northernmost in central room.
0117 | Layer Frequent large sub-angular stone. 28/6/2018 | SO
Aeolian and post abandonment collapse alongside
eastern wall of central room. Orange brown sandy
0118 | Layer silt with frequent large sub-rounded stones. 28/6/2018 | HMR
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Unit | Type Description Date ID
Stone collapse inside eastern wall central wall.

0119 | Layer Sub-angular stone up to 40cms. 28/6/2018 | GAG
Turf and stone collapse against western wall of
central room. Grey brown sandy silt, occasional

0120 | Layer sub-angular stone. 28/6/2018 | GAG
Stone collapse over wall between central and

0121 | Layer northern rooms. Sub-angular stone up to 40cm. 28/6/2018 | LG
Aeolian deposit with occasional sub-rounded

0122 | Layer stones against eastern limit of central room. 29/6/2018 | SO
Turf collapse and small stones in passage/entrance

0123 | Layer between central and northern rooms. Equals (125) |2/7/2018 |SO
Turf and stone collapse against western wall of
central room. Grey brown sandy silt, occasional

0124 | Layer sub-angular stone. 2/7/2018 |LBP
Turf collapse and small stones in passage/entrance

0125 | Layer between central and northern rooms. Equals (123). |2/7/2018 |GAG
Evaluation trench begun 2017, extended 2018. GAG/

0126 | Group Includes floor deposits. 3/7/2018 |SO
Dark reddish brown turf collapse within [126]. GAG/

0127 | Layer Occasional charcoal. 3/7/2018 |SO

GAG/

0128 | Layer Possible roof collapse within [126]. 3/7/2018 |SO

0129 |Layer Grey green windblown sandy silt within [130]. 3/7/2018 |LBP
Post abandonment layers within external room,

0130 | Group west of main building. 3/7/2018 |LBP

GAG/

0131 |Layer Dark grey organic silt within [126]. Floor layer. 3/7/2018 |SO
Stone setting associated with possible posthole, GAG/

0132 | Layer within [126]. 3/8/2018 |SO
Dark grey organic silt within [126]. Floor layer, GAG/

0133 | Layer likely latest floor surface. 3/9/2018 |SO
Spread of fire cracked rock, west of corner oven

0134 | Layer within northern room. 3/9/2018 |LG

0135 |Fill Fire cracked rock filling [136]. 3/10/2018 | LG
Corner oven built of stone slabs, incorporating

0136 | Structure |elements of wall facing. 3/7/2018 |LG
Dark brown/black, external charcoal rich midden
layer with firecracked rock, burnt bone etc in a clay
silt matrix. Sampled but unexcavated. NE of

0137 | Layer building. 4/7/2018 |SO
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Figure 6 — Vertical drone image of the site after excavation
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Figure 7 — Primary unexcavated features (colours indicate possible structural phases)
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DISCUSSION

The emphasis of the 2018 season was on removing post abandonment deposits, so there is little
scope for interpretation of the archaeology at this stage. The structural remains were clearly
visible at the end of the season, and some observations can be presented. The preservation of
the structural remains is highly variable. The ruin sits beneath a high bank to the northeast,
whilst the southern and western parts of the building are much more exposed to the wind and
weather. This is thought to account for the much better preservation of the northeastern wall
which stands to a height of up to 1m and approaches 2m in width. It is clear from the extent and
alignment of the wall remains and apparent floor surface that several phases of construction and
occupation can be expected. Figure 7 shows the site as it was at the end of the 2018 season,
with possible interpretations of phasing presented in different colours. Several internal features
were also noted, the aforementioned oven, a longfire, possible barrel pits as well as post-pads
—holes and —settings. These features await further investigation during the 2019 season.

Bibliography

Birna Larusdottir (ed.). 2018a. Fornleifakonnun & vikingaaldarbajarstedi i Olafsdal.
Fornleifastofnun islands, FS685-17231.

Birna Larusdottir (ed.). 2018b. Fornleifar i Olafsdal vid Gilsfjord. Fornleifaskraning med
landshattagreiningu. Fornleifastofnun islands, FS708-16132.
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Appendix 1 - Gripirnir 2018

Guodrun Alda Gisladéttir

Alls fundust 15 gripir skradir undir 1 nmerum vid rannsoknina i Olafsdal 2018 auk nokkurra
tanna ur storgripum. Allir fundir voru meeldir inn med alst6d og skradir i gagnagrunn
rannsoknarinnar. Um forvorslu gripanna sa Jannie Amsgaard Ebsen forvordur hja Odense Bys
Museet. Um fragang, ljésmyndun og skraningu gripanna sa Hulda Bjérk Gudmundsdéttir
fornleifafraedingur.

Vardveisla peirra gripa sem fundust i pessum efstu og yngstu I6gum rannsoknarinnar er
nokkud mismunandi. Jarnid er talsvert rydbrunnid, vidarleifar fundust vardveittar par sem pad
la vid jarn (skaftleifar & hnifi). Bein fundust ekki en nokkrar tennur. Vardveisluskilyrdi lifrenna
leifa munu skyrast er lida tekur & rannséknina. Eins og sj& mé hér ad nedan eru langflestir

gripanna ar jarni.

12
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Bein Jarn Samsett Steinn

Sex gripir fundust i torfhruni veggja ur skalanum og tveir vid hreinsun yfirbordslaga i upphafi
rannsoknar. Sex gripir auk dyrabeina (tanna) fundust i gélflogum fra yngsta skeidi
mannvirkisins. Nokkrir gripir fundust vid lok rannsoknar i mannvistarlogum sem ekki eru
komin med eininganumer. beir voru skrasettir og maeldir inn - og munu fa einingandmer pegar

fram i s&kir.
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Fundanimer | Eining Tegund Efni Fjoldi
OLD18-001 107 Hrun - i inngangi skala Rénagli Jarn 2
OLD18-002 107 Hrun - i inngangi skala Ogreint Jarn 1
OLD18-003 120 Hrun - Ur vesturlangvegg Nagli Jarn 1
sunnarlega
OLD18-004 120 Hrun - Ur vesturlangvegg Nagli Jarn 1
sunnarlega
OLD18-005 131 Golf Nagli Jarn
OLD18-006 133 Golf Nagli Jarn
OLD18-007 133 Golf Hnifur Samset
t
OLD18-008 127 Hrun - Ur vesturlangvegg Nagli Jarn
OLD18-009 LF LF - Fundinn vid upphaf Ronagli Jarn
rannsoknar.
OLD18-010 130 Heinsun i upphafi rannséknar. | Rénagli Jarn 1
Fannst utanvid skalabyggingu
- SV til.
OLD18-011 An GOlf — vid vesturlangvegg Ogreint, Jan 1
2018 verkferi?
OLD18-012 An GOIf — vid vesturlangvegg Adfluttur steinn | Steinn 1
2018
OLD18-013 An GOIf — vid vesturlangvegg Tennur Bein 1
2018
OLD18-014 An GOIf - nordan safars i kolariku | L6d, kljasteinn? | Steinn 1
2018 lagi.
15

Rannsoknin er nyhafin og per visbendingar sem gripirnir gefa eiga eftir ad taka & sig mynd.
Naglar og ronaglar eru flestir, eda niu talsins og fundust einkum i veggjahruni og eru pvi
sennilega med einhverjum heetti tengdir timburverki i byggingunni. P& fannst litill hnifur,
OLD18-007, med heilu bladi og leifum tréskafts, alls 4,92 cm ad lengd. Bakki hnifsins er ¢rlitid
ihvolfur og sveigist eggin upp ad hnifsoddi. Pessi hnifagerd er fremur dvanaleg og pekkjast fa
demi um ihvolfa bakka, sé t.d. litid til hnifa sem hafa fundist i vikingaaldarminjum i York i
Englandi, en helst kemur til greina gerd B (Ottaway 1992, 559,652). Hnifar voru
naudsynjaverkfeeri og eru fremur algengir fornleifafundir. Medal gripanna er einnig heilt 160 ar
mjukum greaenleitum steini, OLD18-014, sem fannst i golfi nordan séafars i sudurhluta skalans.
Steinninn er ferhyrndur og flatur i pversnidi, 11,2 x 6,2 x 2,5 cm stér. Gat til ad preda i er
nalaegt 6rum enda og fyrir gatinu hefur greinilega veridé hoggid bAdum megin fra en sjalft gatid
er litid, adeins um 0,45 cm i pvermdl. Steinar med gati voru til margra hluta nytsamlegir og
erfitt ad akvarda hlutverk peirra er peir finnast stakir. En stundum ma sja ad reynt var ad velja
steina med flotu pversnidi i uppistdduna i vefstadnum til ad steinarnir leegju betur saman. EKKi
er pvi ésennilegt ad OLD18-014 sé kljasteinn.
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pétt gripasafnid sé smatt i snidum gefur pad visbendingar um timburverk i baeenum, vefnad og

smaéhnifurinn geeti hafa glatast peim er einna sidastur gekk um skalagdlfia i Olafsdal.

Steinn med gati OLD18-014

Heimildir
Ottaway, Patrick 1992. Anglo-Scandinavian Ironwork from Coppergate, York. Fasicule 17/6. York
Archaeological Trust/Council for British Archaeology.
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Appendix 2

Dr. Eqill Erlendsson

Haskali islands

Lif- og umhverfisvisindadeild
Sturlugata 7, 101 Reykjavik
S: 5254474, netf. egille@hi.is
Reykjavik, 05.07.2018

Til: Birna Larusdottir

Efni: Skyrsla um vettvangskdnnun vegna fyrirhugadra fornumhverfisrannsokna i Olafsdal.

pann 3. juli 2018 foru Egill Erlendsson og Scott Riddell i Olafsdal og gerdu forkénnun & méguleikum
til fornumhverfisrannsékna i tengslum vid rannsoknir & fornminjum og menningarlandslagi i Olafsdal.
A bessu stigi er verid ad grafa upp skéla, ad 6llum likindum fra landnamsold innarlega i Olafsdal.
Kdnnun pessi nddi adallega til neerumhverfis skélans (sja yfirlitsmynd).

Maoguleikar til uppbyggingar aldurslikana eru, ad pvi er virdist, nokkud godir. Ofarlega i
jardvegssnidunum ma finna dokkt gjéskulag, ad likindum fra 1693. ba matti & allnokkrum stédum finna
landnamsgjosku fra um 877. A einum stad fannst einnig lj6s, grofkornétt gjoskudreif faeinum
sentimetrum nedan vid meinta landnamsgjésku sem ad likindum er Snafellsjokull 1 (Ssn 1) sem er
faeinum 6ldum eldri en landnamsgjoskan (AD 300-500). Syni voru tekin ar pessum gjéskulégum og
verda pau efnagreind vid Jardvisindastofnun Hi & nastu manudum. bau snid sem skodud voru reyndust
afar rik af lifreenum leifum sem henta til aldursgreininga med kolefni-14. Lifreenn jarovegur, mor, bendir
einnig til gdéora vardveisluskilyrda friokorna og fraeja og pvi virdast allar forsendur fyrir
fornumhverfisrannsoknir vera fyrir hendi. Ad pvi s6gdu bar mikid & ad jardlog veeru roskud (sem einnig
ma greina & loftmyndum). A allnokkrum stédum voru siltlinsur i jardveginum sem kunna ad benda til
torfskurdar an pess ad ummerki um slikt sjaist a yfirbordi. Mikilveegt er ad huga ad pessu vid synatdku
0g par koma umradd gjoskuldg ad gédum notum.

Einnig var 6rsnoggt farid yfir myrlendi sunnan tingards (eda skurds) vid gamla bajarholinn i Olafsdal.
Prufuboranir bentu til mikils rasks og flutnings af setefnum, liklega Gr neerliggjandi hlidum. Pbessi
konnun var pé ekki itarleg og parf ad kanna pad svaedi betur &dur en dregnar verda alyktanir um

moguleika & (forn)umhverfisrannsoknum par.

Virdingarfyllst,
Egill Erlendsson

18



sl

Prufubor med snidi sem innheldur meinta landnamsgjdsku

Yfirlitsmynd sem synir groflega hvar borad var eftir mdésnidum i pessari konnunarferd
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Appendix 3 — 14c dates from 2017

o< 14
SWERC
Scottish Universities Environmental Research Centre

Rankine Avenue, Scottish Enterprise Technology Park, East Kilbride, Glasgew G75 0QF, Scotland, UK
Director: Professor F M Stuart  Tel: +44 (0)1355 223332 Fax: +44 (0)1355 229898 www.glasgow.ac.uk/suerc

RADIOCARBON DATING CERTIFICATE

14 March 2018
Laboratory Code SUERC-77803 (GU46653)
Submitter Hildur Gestdottir
Fornleifastofnun [slands
Barugata 3
101 Reykjavik
Iceland
Site Reference Olafsdalur
Context Reference 5
Sample Reference OLD2017-51-3-1
Material Wood : Birch
8"C relative to VPDB -26.4 %o
Radiocarbon Age BP 1231 +£29

N.B. The above “C age is quoted in conventional years BP (before 1950 AD) and requires calibration to the
calendar timescale. The error, expressed at the one sigma level of confidence, includes components from
the counting statistics on the sample, modern reference standard and blank and the random machine error.

Samples with a SUERC coding are measured at the Scottish Universities Environmental Research Centre
AMS Facility and should be quoted as such in any reports within the scientific literature. The laboratory
GU coding should also be given in parentheses after the SUERC code.

Detailed descriptions of the methods employed by the SUERC Radiocarbon Laboratory can be found in
Dunbar et al. (2016} Radiocarbon 38(1) pp.9-23.

For any queties relating 1o this certificate, the laboratory can be contacted at suerc-cl4lab@glasgow.ac.uk.

Conventional age and calibration age ranges calculated by : C DUL hou

Checked and signed off by : p A"q/(if—-T:"'«/6

M University
of Glasgow

The University of Glasgow, charity number 3C004401 The University of Edinburgh is a charitable body,
registered in Scotland, with registration number SC005336
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Radiocarbon determination (BP)

OxCal v4.3.2 Bronk Ramsey (2017); r:5; IntCal13 atmospheric curve (Reimer et al 2013)
SUERC-77803 (1231,29)
68.2% probability
713 (22.3%) 744calAD
765 (9.8%) 779calAD
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Calibrated date (calAD)

The radiocarbon age given overleaf is calibrated to the calendar timescale using the Oxford Radiocarbon
Accelerator Unit calibration program OxCal 4."

The above date ranges have been calibrated using the IntCall13 atmospheric calibration curve!

Please contact the laboratory if you wish to discuss this further.

* Bronk Ramsey (2009) Radiocarbon 51(1) pp.337-60
+ Reimer et al. (2013) Radiocarbon 53(4) pp.1869-87
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_SeeRrRC_

Scottish Universities Environmental Research Centre
Rankine Avenue, Scottish Enterprise Technology Park, East Kilbride, Glasgow G75 0QF, Scotland, UK
Director: Professer F M Stuart  Tel: +44 (0)1355 223332 Fax: +44 (0)1355 229898 www glasgow ac.uk/suerc

RADIOCARBON DATING CERTIFICATE
14 March 2018

Laboratory Code SUERC-77804 (GU46654)
Submitter Hildur Gestdottir
Fornleifastofnun Islands
Barugata 3
101 Reykjavik
Iceland
Site Reference Olafsdalur
Context Reference 5
Sample Reference OLD2017-51-3-2
Material Wood : Birch
3'*C relative to VPDB -30.0 %o
Radiocarbon Age BP 1184 £ 29

N.B. The above “C age is quoted in conventional years BP (before 1950 AD) and requires calibration to the
calendar timescale. The error, expressed at the one sigma level of confidence, includes components from
the counting statistics on the sample, modern reference standard and blank and the random machine error.

Samples with a SUERC coding are measured at the Scottish Universities Environmental Research Centre
AMS Facility and should be quoted as such in any reports within the scientific literature. The laboratory
GU coding should also be given in parentheses after the SUERC code.

Detailed descriptions of the methods employed by the SUERC Radiocarbon Laboratory can be found in
Dunbar et al. (2016) Radiocarbon 38(1) pp.9-23.

Tor any queries relating to this certificate, the laboratory can be contacted at suerc-c14labf@glasgow.ac.uk.

Conventional age and calibration age ranges calculated by : £ j) un b oy
Checked and signed off by : p /4/67—704-/6

University
of Glasgow

The University of Glasgow, charity number SC004401 The University of Edinburgh is a charitable body,
registered in Scotland, with registration number SC005335
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Radiocarbon determination (BP)

OxCal v4.3.2 Bronk Ramsey (2017); r:5; IntCal13 atmospheric curve (Reimer et al 2013)
SUERC-77804 (1184,29)
68.2% probability
778 (11.4%) 793calAD
801 (56.8%) 885calAD
95.4% probability
729 (1.0%) 737calAD
768 (89.6%) 899calAD
4 (4.8%) 946¢alAD
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Calibrated date (calAD)

The radiocarbon age given overleaf is calibrated to the calendar timescale using the Oxford Radiocarbon
Accelerator Unit calibration program OxCal 4."

The above date ranges have been calibrated using the IntCall13 atmospheric calibration curve!

Please contact the laboratory if you wish to discuss this further.

* Bronk Ramsey (2009) Radiocarbon 51(1) pp.337-60
+ Reimer et al. (2013) Radiocarbon 53(4) pp.1869-87
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